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war before any regular system had been established, and the expedition was organized under special orders.
The Secretary of War is of opinion that in view of all the facts there is sufficient evidence that the money, to wit, $20,000, was fairly and properly expended in the service, and that General Butler's account should be credited with that amount accordingly, and he so directs.
EDWIN M. STANTON, Secretary of War
From the Secretary of War
War Department, WASHINGTON CITY, Sept  IBtk, 1866 [Not in chronological order]
Gen. BENJAMIN F. BUTLER, LOWELL, MASS.
SIR: I am directed to enclose to you a copy of the endorsement made by the Secretary of War upon the affidavit of Colonel S. Thomas in reference to the disposition made of the sum of $20,000, turned over to that officer by your order in 1861, and now charged against you by the accounting officers of the Treasury. I remain, with great respect,
Your obedient servant, EDWIN M. STANTON
From Major Ochiltre
"MM. Prison" JOHNSON'S ISLAND, June 1st, 1865
Maj. Gen. B. F. BUTLER, LOWELL, MASS.
MY DEAR SIR: Having but few acquaintances in the North with whose address I am familiar, I venture to write you this note and ask your assistance in having me released from this Prison. If you will remember, I had the pleasure of forming ^your acquaintance at the Charleston convention, I being one of the delegates from Texas, afterwards at Bait., where I officiated as Secty. to the "Institute" Convention, and again at your own house in Lowell, where I had the pleasure of enjoying your hospitality in company with Hon. Mr. Landlum, M. C. from La. Having heard from many of my brother Confederate officers of your uniform courtesy and kindness to Prisoners of War, I presume to make the foregoing request.
If you do interest yourself for my release, it is but proper that you should know my Military status in the Conf. Army. I am first A. A. Gen. with Gen. Sibley in his "New Mexico Campaign" then with him in S. W. La. (while you were comdg. in N. O.). I then served on the staff of Lt. Gen. Longstreet in the campaign of '62 in Va., then, as A. A. Gen. to Lt. Gen.